VSA INSTITUTE

VISUAL ARTS OPTION

Skill Building:  Emphasis, Principle of Design

Emphasis is the stressing of a particular area of focus.  When a composition has no emphasis, nothing stands out. Effective use of emphasis calls attention to important areas of the artwork.   Emphasis helps the artist create areas of interest which causes the eye to navigate the artwork.

3-3-Odd Composition Exercise

1. Fold an 8 ½” x 11” piece of copy paper “hamburger” and then “hot dog” style to create four equal rectangles.

2. Fold the paper so only one rectangle is showing.

3. Use a pencil or a marker to draw 3 vertical lines from top edge to bottom edge.  Lines may be straight, curved, wavy, broken, dotted.

4. Draw 3 horizontal lines from left edge to right edge. 

5. Add 3,5 or 7 circles to your drawing.

6. Repeat this exercise 3 more times on the other rectangles.  Try to see how different you can make each sketch.

7. Art walk to look at everyone's sketches.

8. Note where your eye is drawn to when you look at the sketches.  These points are where the artists are using emphasis.

Visual Collage

In your small group, create a size-able visual collage that illustrates a theme inspired by the poem “miss rosie” by Lucille Clifton. 

Instructions:

1. Choose a theme or idea generated from the poem “miss rosie.”

2. As a team, generate a list of people, animals and objects or anything that might be potential “characters” for your visual collage as well as positive and negative emotions and feelings.

3. Revisit your each person's 3-3-Odd Composition Sketches and select a composition you like best as a group

4. Use the 3-3-Odd Sketch as a “map” or tool to help you design and strategically place your “characters”, feelings or objects of interest.  Use the lines to help you determine what you want in the foreground and background of your group visual collage.

5. Visit the materials table and see what colors, textures and tools inspire you. Collect materials that you might want to use.

6. Work as a team and create a collage that interprets a theme or idea inspired by “miss rosie.”

*There are some adaptive tools available. Try using some of the scissors.  They are fun!

